620                      ECONOMIC HISTORY
his horses' provender " to save the expenses of his purse " \
Even two centuries later Lady Berkeley could write to her
husband: "At the reverence of God send money, or else
I must lay my horse to pledge and come home on my feet " :
her lord thereupon borrowed twenty-two marks and pledged
as security " one gilt mass-book, a chalice of silver weighing
eighteen ounces, and a chasuble " 2. The correspondence
of the Plumpton family reveals pathetic glimpses of the
straits to which they were reduced. " We are brought to
begger-staffe ", wrote the wife of Sir Robert Plumpton 3;
" I have sent to Wright of Idell for the money that he
promised you, and he saith he hath it not to lend and
makes excuses, and so I can get none nowhere. And as for
wood, there is none that will buy, for they [the dealers]
know you want money, and without they might have it
half for naught they will buy none ". She sends to her
husband all she can muster, a sum of three or four shillings.
However, the English people now stood upon the threshold
of a new era in their national development; and in the
reign of Queen Elizabeth the usury laws broke down com-
pletely before the great expansion of industry and com-
merce 4. This expansion will be the theme of the volumes
which follow5.
1 Smyth, Lives of the Berkeleys, i. 167.                            2 Ibid. ii. 63.
3  Plumpton   Correspondence   (ed.    T.   Stapleton,   1839),   198   (temp.
Henry VII.).
4  An important contributory factor was the economic stimulus arising
from the influx of precious metals from the New World.
* Vols. ii. and iii.: ' The Age of Mercantilism '.